Lot Smith, prominent figure in Mormon raids against U.S. Army supply 
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LOT SMITH 


Lot Smith was born in Williams, Oswego County, New York, 
May 15, 1830. He was the son of William O. Smith and Rhoda 
Hough. His family joined the Church at an early date and moved 
to the headquarters of the Church at Nauvoo, Illinois. Tt was while 
the Saints were camped at Winter Quarters that Lot Smith, although 
a boy of sixteen years, volunteered and was mustered into the service 
of the Mormon Battalion in Company “E.” It is said of him that he 
was so afraid that he would not measure up to the required height, 
while passing the physical examination, that he raised up on his toes. 

After receiving his honorable discharge in California he re- 
mained in California with other Battalion members prospecting. He 
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related how one of the pack mules of the company was so heavily 
loaded with the precious metal that it was drowned while crossing 
a river and the cargo was never found, In the meantime, his father 
and some of his brothers had come to Utah. In 1851, Lot married 
Lydia Burdick; 1868, Alice Ann Richards, and 1872 Alice Baugh. 
Later he married Mary Garn and Diantha Mortensen. 

Lot spent much of his later life serving the Church in Arizona. 
He was shot by an Indian during an altercation over sheep and” his 
bedy buried in a lonely spot where it lay for nearly ten years. The 
only marking of the grave was a small plum tree. His remains were 
exhumed and brought to Farmington for burial. James Sharp, one of 
the Battalion members, said of him, “I have this to say of this soldier. 
Here lies a man who knew no fear. He was as gentle as a woman 
and as brave as a lion.” 


